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wishes of the Corporation with respect to the transfer of liabilities.
They, therefore, proposd to hand over to the Corporation the liabi-
lity in respect of primary education and medical relief, and to relieve
that body altogether of the police charges against which it had so
long been clamouring.
The Corporation under the guidance of Pherozeshah accorded its
general approval to these proposals. " The settlement of the Police
charges is safe if you can manage the Corporation/' Sir Steyning
Edgerley wrote to Pherozeshah; and the Caucus-ridden Corporation
had been managed after all. But there were several objectionable
features which had to be re-cast in order to make the scheme more
acceptable. These were the subject of discussions between the leaders
of the opposing forces, and a satisfactory arrangement was at length
arrived at. Sir Steyning Edgerley was a foeman worthy of his steel
and it was no easy task for Pherozeshah to secure a complete under-
standing on the various points at issue. His knowledge of all the
intricate bearings of the question was unequalled, and, as a local
newspaper put it, "when the issue passed from polemics to com-
promise, Sir Pherozeshah faced the situation in a broad and states-
manlike spirit which powerfully aided a decision." The conspicuous
part he played in bringing about a settlement was cordially re-
cognized both in the Council and the Corporation.
The Bill was introduced in the Council in July 1907, and passed
into law two months later. It was characterized by Pherozeshah as a
"Bill to settle the differences between the Corporation and the
Government." It did away with a constant source of friction between
the two bodies, and as such was welcomed by all parties. The Corpo-
ration in the result has not gained financially by the arrangement in
' view of its daily growing liabilities with regard to primary education
and medical relief. As Pherozeshah observed at the second reading of
the Bill, however, when exchanges of this sort are effected, it is
-always difficult to say who will be the ultimate gainer, because the
respective duties and functions are capable of indefinite extension
and development. For one thing, the Corporation got by the Act full
control over services which must be regarded as primarily municipal,
and was rid of the obnoxious police charges which it resented, in-
asmuch as it had to pay the piper, while the Government called for